Mediastinal tumors presenting as spontaneous hemothorax, simulating aortic dissection.
The usual causes of hemomediastinum and hemothorax include chest trauma, rupture of an aortic aneurysm or aortic dissection. We report two patients who presented with a clinical picture of aortic dissection. In both patients, the chest radiograph revealed anterior mediastinal masses. Aortic dissection could not be excluded on the basis of the chest radiograph, and additional investigation by thoracic aortography was performed. The tumors had undergone spontaneous bleeding into the mediastinum and the pleural space, presumably causing the patients pain. The interesting and unusual causes of spontaneous hemomediastinum and hemothorax are reviewed.